MATUL 509 Urban Spirituality and Social Transformation.
(3credits)

Course Purpose
This course acknowledges spirituality as a fundamental resource in the development and transformation of resource poor communities. Within the course students will gain an understanding of the concept of spiritual capital and its implications for ministry and social transformation in slums.  The course inquires into the meaning of biblical spirituality and its relationship to faith and practice in the African urban context. A variety of pathways in the spiritual life will are presented with attention to showing how each of these can contribute to the process of spiritual growth.  

Expected Learning Outcomes:
By the end of the course students will be able to:
Cognitive
1. Critically evaluate underlying assumptions of human development which ignore the dimension of spirituality
2. Articulate an understanding of spiritual capital in relation to a livelihoods framework
3. Differentiate  different approaches or streams of Christian spirituality and how they have influenced individuals and urban faith communities
4. Articulate the relationship between development and spirituality in urban poor contexts


Affective
5. Recognize their own spiritual strengths and gifts in ways which can contribute to the wider ministry of the urban church
6. Recognize their own sources of spiritual nurture and appreciate traditions which may be new to them
Skills
7. Develop and use a spiritual journal
8. Recognize and nurture spiritual resources with an urban community

Course content
Theological foundations – defining Christian spirituality; Spirituality and the city – the impact of urban life on religious belief and spirituality, Spirituality and urban development – a critical engagement with development theories and the “faith based” agenda; Defining spiritual capital; Christian Spirituality and social transformation, Catholic, Evangelical  and Pentecostal approaches; principalities and powers and the “spirituality” of urban systems and structures; spirituality in the context of economic poverty -  biblical perspectives on common assumptions; Drinking from our own wells - developing and nurturing spiritual growth in resource poor urban communities.
Teaching methodology: 
A variety of methods including discussions, exercises, community based activities; videos; case studies; media; role plays; lectures; will be applied. Active participation of all students is encouraged. 

Instructional materials/equipment: 
White board markers, White board, LCD Projector, Lap top, Videos, Flip Charts, Posters, Newspaper cuttings

Student Assessment:  Through a written integrated project of 3,000 This project will be part of the continuous assessment and it will be marked out of 50 and the exam out of 50.
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